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The University of Montana Grizzlies concluded Big Sky play with a 3-3 record, which 
wi 11 be good for at least a fourth place finish in the final league standings, with Satur-
day's 31-17 loss to the University of Idaho Vandals. 
Major college and Missouri Valley Conference member Tulsa looms as r\1ontana' s final 
opponent this weekend. Tulsa has had its difficulties this season, but has turned in some 
strong showings of late under a new coach and a strong passing attack. The Hurricane toppled 
undefeated and nationally ranked Louisville two \'leeks ago by a 28-26 count and came within 
t~o points, 23-21, of Florida State last weekend. They are 2-7 overall with their other 
victory being a 10-9 decision over Wichita State. 
The Grizzly overall record plummeted to 3-7 with the Idaho loss. Montana, as it has in 
c- ')vcral games this year, failed to push across scores when deep in enemy terri~l""Y against 
th3 Vandals. The Grizzlies were inside the Idaho 20 on four different occasions without 
s~oring. They penetrated to the Vandal 18 in the first quarter, to the 9 and 15 in the 
t~ird period and to the 14 in the fourth quarter \'lithout putting points on the board. 
Freshman quarterback Van Troxel turned in a fine passing effort by completing 15 of 29 
attempts for 205 yards in his return to his hometown. His 15 completions left him one shy 
of the school record of 16 completions in a single game. That record was set by Tom Kings-
ford in 1950. Glen Welch had seven receptions against the Vandals, which was also one short 
of a school record set by Ray Bauer in 1950 and tied by Larry Meyers in 195 7. 
Montana's ten game stats continue to shm-1 a surprising closeness between r.Iontana and 
its opponents in offensive production. Over ten games the Grizzlies have averaged 294 yarn n 
pe1 game, 90 passing and 204 rushing, and the Grizzly opponents have averaged 336 yards of 
total offense per game, 140 passing and 196 rushing. 
Furthermore, the Grizzlies have run 699 offensive plays to their opponents' 695, are 
averaging 15.3 first downs per game compared to 16.6 by the opposition and in the kicking 
department Montana has averaged 39.9 yards per punt to a combined 33.5 average by the 
opposition. 
The Grizzlies have turned the ball over 44 times on fumbles and interceptions in 1972, 
\:hile the o osing teams have 37 turnovers. 
